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A N IRONlNG machine, commonly r e-ferred to as the mangle, is a piece 
)f labor saving equipment Wihich is 
finding its way into an increasing num-
ber of well equipped homes today_ Little 
wonder too, since ironing is one of tlhe 
ever present time and energy consuming 
processes which every homemaker m eets 
regularly each week. Therre is no ques-
tion about the flllct that an ironing ma-
chine is a valuable addition to the equip-
ment of any homemaker who does !her 
own ironing. 
1\nyone who follows the advertising in 
popular magazines realizes tlha.t there are 
many different makes of ironing machin-
es now on the market, but that all of 
them are in structure quite simiLar. 
An ironing machine is made up of a 
padded roll which is revolved aga-inst a 
heated shoe by means of a motor. The 
roll corresponds to the ironing board and 
the shoe to the iron used in hand ironing. 
An ironing machine may be used wherever 
there is enough electricity to run the 
small motor. "But," someone remarks, 
"the initial cost is even more tlhan I can 
consider." The initial cost ma.y be pl'o.-
hibitive in some cases but not nearly so 
often as is generally supposed. When the 
real value of an ironing machine as a 
time and en ergy saving piece of equip-
ment is a ppreciated the initial cost takes 
on a different meaning. (Whm-ever it 
can be affonded it is a valuable addition 
to the equipment of tilie ihome.) It is 
possible too, to pm,chase it on easy terms 
which dealm·s extend on all sorts o.f 
equipment of t his kind. 
In •contemplating th e purcihase of an 
il<one r one should consi-der the types, 
size, and methods of heating. 
Rolls average from th e long, which is 
about forty-two inches, to the short, tJhir-
ty inch es, and these may have either the 
open or closed end. With the longer 
roll, one is a ble to save more time, as it 
eliminates much folding, and running 
through, but the shorter one has its ad-
vantage in that it is less expens ive in 
initial and operating cost , and fits into 
a smaller space. The open end allows for 
the ir-oning of ruffles, cuffs, collars, and 
circular effects, which is a point to look 
for in comparison with a machine without 
this feature. 
How many housewives have you beard 
remark, "Well! tilie 'ironer' is nice and 
does beautiful work on table and bed lin-
en, but it is so expen sive that I can not 
afford one, just to do the flat work." 
Have you ever stopped to ·consider th e 
possibilities of the ironing machine and 
how it might be possible for it to "earn 
its keep?" One usually associates 
sheets, table clotJhs, towels, napkins, and 
the plainer aprons and pieces of the laUn-
dry with the "ironer," but thru a number 
of studies and tests it has been found 
that if properly designed, most any ga~·­
ment -of milady's wardrobe m:ay be put 
thru and come out quite wearable. Any 
article wlhicih will stand l3JUndrying, 
whose colors do n<Jt r'un and whose fas-
tener s will not be' broken or CII'Ushed, is 
"eligible." Crepe de chine, pongee and 
wash silks go thru as nicely as do the 
cotton or linen materials. 
Choose designs that are free from 
shlrring or very full gathers as it is 
difficult to do these successfully, altho 
THE IOWA HOMEMAKER 
The Ironer 
By CLARA ESCHER 
they may be "retouched" with the hand 
iron later, and still save time. This does 
not mean that garments should be hope-
lessly plain and uninteresting for the 
contrary is ti'ue. Tailored effects, ap-
plique designs, tiny tucks, banding and 
embroidery may be used at any time, so 
long as they are kept flat. Applied bands 
or stripe used decoratively, often because 
o: the number of thicknesses of cloth, 
need especial care in smoothing out be-
cause of their inclination to wrinkle. Fas-
teners, such as a large hook and eye, and 
large buttons will not stand the press'ure 
exerted by the machine, but removable 
buttons, snap fasteners, small hooks and 
eyes, and tapes may all be employed. 
In design, garments such as house 
dresses, aprons, morning and sport 
dresses slrould be of the straight line 
type wi& few or no gathers at t he waist 
line. Kimona or butterfly sleeves iron 
perfectly, altho the set-in sleeve if short 
and straight, can be successfully man-
aged. 
The sport blouse of bro3Jdcloth or dim-
ity that is worn so m'uch just now will, 
with a little practice, be nicely ironed. To 
do this starting the sleeve m first, from 
the cuff and iron to th e center front, turrn 
over, iron other side the same way, fin-
ish other sleeve and front in like manner . 
The collar, tailored or straight on this 
blouse will be more easily ironed than 
will ihe round or Dutch. Wrap a!'ound 
wash skirts may be opened up and put 
thi'!\1 sidewise and even the plain Un-
pleated white or colored wool skirts or 
urude>rslips may be pressed as nicely as 
the cleaner s do them. Skirts not open-
ing thru to th e h em line may be slipped 
ovet• t he roll in the same open end types 
of machines, and allowed to ·revolve until 
smooth. This process eliminates the side 
creases which would result if the garment 
were put thru the flat way. Bloomers, 
witili casings containing elastic are star-
ted in sidewise, stretching out the elas-
tic at knee and waistline as they pass 
thru, or they may be folded, on e leg on 
top of tiJJ.e other and ironed. 
Dresses, aprons, night gowns and slips 
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are a ll started at the hmn line, first 
smoothing out the wrinkles all'di gently 
pulling the garments as they go thru. 
Ironers with the open end will take care 
of collars, cuffs, ruffles and cimular trim-
ming. 
Following- is a list of garments which 
were' ironed first by hand and then <'n 
the ironer, and the amount of time for 
ironing recorded for each: 
Iron i ng T i m e Study 
By Hand 
Crepe de chine slip ________ 5 Min. 
Teddy (Philippine) ________ 5 
Night Gown (Philippine) 6'-h " 
Bloomers --------------------------3 
Step in suit (2 piece) ... 6 
Voille tucked teddy .... 4 
Pajamas (2 piece) ------- .. 6 House dress ___________________ 10 
Sports bloruse ------------------9 
Linen dress --------.................. 11 
·white cooking apron ______ 6 
Tub silk sport dress ____ 10 
Small slip on apron 
(flat) -------------------------.4 
Linen collar and cuff 
set (stiff) ----------......... 6 
Number of pieces 16 ______ 91 '-h " 
Ironer 
1 Min. 
11h .. 
1 '-h .. 
1 '-h .. 
2 
1 '-h .. 
2'-h .. 
2 
5 
5 
2 
5 
1 '-h .. 
2 
34 '-h .. 
One experienced in u sing llie ironer 
could undoubtedly secure better results 
than the above both in finished product 
and time consumed, but this will give a 
fair comparison of what can be done by 
the person of average skill. 
In t he tests run above the hand iron 
cost about seven cents per hour to op-
erate thus making the ·cost of one and 
one-h alf ho'urs of ironing about t en and 
one-half cen ts. The ironer, which in this 
case was electrically heated, consumed 
about eight ·cents worth of electricity 
for the same list of clothing, doing it in 
less than half the time. Gas, kerrosene, 
or gasoline heated machines woruld be ev-
en cheaper as e lectri-city is the most ex-
pensive form of heat. 
The housewife who owns an ironer no 
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ted. M€ns' and boys' trousers, and shirts, 
window curtains, draperies and embro1d· 
eries, all bug-bears where pressing or 
ironing are corucerned, become an easy 
and pleasant task. 
Thus the housewife who faces the prob· 
lem of the weekly ironing 'can well con· 
template the acquisition of an ironing 
machine. 
CLUB GIRLS IN COLLEGE 
All 4-H dub girls of the state will be 
interested to know that the 4-H girls who 
are now attending Iowa !State College 
have a 4-H college ,girls organization. 
These girls meet once a quarter. 
The object of this organization is to 
welicome new 4-H girls on the campus 
and to send back to the dub at home a 
letter of inspiration at least ·once a quar-
ter. A picnic for the 4-H college girl s is 
being planned for May. 
Visits Campus 
Lieut. Paul Boylan, Ex.-'18 and Lilah 
McCauliff, '19, were recently visiting 
friends on the 'campus and in Ames. Lt. 
Boylan is in the field artillery and is sta· 
tioned at Fort Riley, Kansas. 
Miss Laura Waite, home demonstration 
agent of Fra.nklin county reports that 
Wisner township women are being aided 
by the work of Anna Obreciht, one of the 
members of the statJe champion bread 
team Thru her demonstration work last 
years she has become a leader in foods 
in her home township. 
• 
Mrs. Dave Harris of Williamsburg re· 
ports tlhat her club has already raised 
funds to send two representatives to the 
1926 Junior Short Oo'urse held at Iowa 
1State College. 
Butter-Nut 
Bread 
Bates Baking Co. 
A.M. Norris 
Cash Grocery 
The House That Quality Built 
Specialty of Picnic Supplies 
Phone 311-310 
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Wright & Ditson Tennis Balls 
All our Tennis Rackets and Tennis Balls are fully guaranteed 
and have been adopted for all championship and international 
games. 
Watches 
STUDENT 
SUPPLY STORE 
All Supplies for All Students 
Pennsylvania Tennis Balls 
Diamonds Martin's Dress Club 
C. W. Dudgeon 
Men's Furnishings 
Ladies' and Men's Cleaning 
and Pressing 
Jeweler 2414 Lincoln Way 
Phone 1362-W 
Ames Iowa Ames, Iowa 
YOUR INSURANCE 
We guarantee to every Patron of this store Perfect Satisfaction. 
If you are not entirely pleased with your purchase-if, for any 
reason, you feel that you are not entirely satisfied, the matter 
will be adjusted to your entire staisfaction. 
A Satisfied Customer Is Our Best Asset. 
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